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1891.] NATURAL SCIENCES OF PHILADELPHIA. 75 

Rate of Coral Growth. — Prof. Heilprin exhibited a specimen 
of Porites astrwoides from the Caletta Reef, harbor of Vera Cruz, 
Mexico, which gave some interesting data regarding the rate of 
growth of coral structures. The specimen in question was received 
through Captain J. Powell, Chief of Construction of Piers of the 
Mexican Railway, and is said by that gentleman to have been re- 
moved from an anchor which was cast in the autumn of 1885 and 
drawn in November, 1890. The extreme period of growth is thus 
somewhat over five years, but naturally it is impossible to state how 
soon after the casting of the anchor attachment of the polyp was 
made. The coral is a mammillated sheet or crust measuring four 
inches in longest diameter, and somewhat less than three inches on 
the shorter diameter. The general thickness of the basal mass is 
not over l-i inch, although through involution and secondary crus- 
tage knobs of considerable prominence have been added to the sur- 
face. Assuming the basal growth as the index of actual develop- 
ment then the annual accretion would be (if we allow full five years 
for the process) scarcely the 2V of an inch. Observations recently 
made on other species of corals have yielded somewhat similar re- 
sults. 
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